
 
 
June 15, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
From the very beginning, Christians have gathered for worship, prayer, teaching and “breaking bread” to 
remember Jesus, the One who called us into one Body, the Church. Just after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, believers “were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1). For nearly two-thousand years, 
Christians have continued to gather, assured of the promise of Jesus that, “where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them” (Matthew 18:20). We have gathered in small house 
churches and in large cathedrals. We have gathered in one-room chapels and multimillion-dollar 
facilities. We have met secretly underground and openly in rallies of thousands until we couldn’t meet 
safely. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has challenged churches to continue being the Church without gathering 
in-person. Here at the Wadsworth United Methodist Church we have met that challenge by meeting 
online, live-streaming worship and finding other ways to connect. Now we face the challenge of how to 
restart worship in-person while the pandemic is still with us. That challenge is much more involved than 
just unlocking the church doors and allowing everyone to come, sit, sing and greet one another as had 
been our custom. We know the dangers posed and the risks taken if we were to do that. We care 
enough not to let that happen. During this pandemic, love of neighbor requires careful planning. 
Because we love God, we want to offer worship that brings our very best. Because we love our 
neighbors, we want to do everything we can to make sure we bring no harm to anyone when we gather. 
 
Here is our plan to restart in-person worship. 
 

 We plan to offer just one worship service beginning June 28 at 10:00am. One worship service 
enables us to adequately clean, disinfect and sanitize the building each week. Offering multiple 
services makes that too difficult between services. We will offer only one in-person worship 
service until it is safe to offer multiple services. Our online worship service will continue to 
premiere on our YouTube channel each Sunday at 10:00am. 

 We highly recommend that people over 65 and small children with serious underlying health 
conditions: high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those 
whose immune systems are compromised do not attend our in-person worship at this time. 

 We recommend you take your temperature before you leave your home to attend our in-person 
worship service. If you have a temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher please stay at home. Stay 
at home if you are sick or if you think you may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19. 

 We will be practicing “physical-distancing” at all times throughout the building. We ask that you 
please keep at least 6 feet away from people not in your own household. Pew seating will be 
intentionally marked off to ensure “physical-distancing” in the sanctuary. Please do not remove 
any signs or markers. Seating will be limited, so we may potentially have to limit the number 
of people who can enter the building for in-person worship. Ushers may direct seating groups 
or individuals to maintain 6-foot spacing between households. 
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 Restrooms will be open on the main sanctuary level and on the lower lobby level. Not all areas 
of the building will be open and accessible. We ask that you refrain from entering spaces that 
have been marked as closed. This will further help us assure proper sanitization. 

 We encourage everyone to wear a face mask, but face masks are not required. We will have 
face masks available. 

 We will provide wipes and hand-sanitizer at all points of entry, in all restrooms and in other 
areas, however, we encourage you to bring your own. 

 We will not be engaging in congregational or choral singing of hymns or songs. Singing creates 
the risk of producing aerosols (droplets of water suspended in air) that can spread the 
coronavirus. Those sharing and performing music will be adequately distanced from each other 
and from the congregation. 

 We will not be observing Holy Communion at our in-person worship services until it is safe to do 
so. (Holy Communion will continue to be observed as part of our online worship services.) 

 We will not be offering baptisms of children or adults until further notice. 

 Nursery service will not be provided. The nursery room will not be open for use.  

 We will not be providing paper bulletins. 

 We will not be passing the offering plates. Stations will be provided at the back of the sanctuary 
where you may place your offerings. We continue to encourage you to either give online or 
through the US Postal Service. 

 There will be no time of “greeting” or laying-on of hands during the worship service. 

 There will not be an organized dismissal after the worship service, but we ask that you 
respectfully exit the sanctuary and building maintaining proper physical-distancing and please 
refrain from standing and gathering in the lobby area. 

 Children and youth Sunday school classes will not meet on Sunday mornings at this time. 

 Adult Sunday school classes may meet if they choose to do so. We ask that they abide by all the 
above guidelines. 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has radically changed our lives and our world. It has not, however, changed 
who we are as the people of God. We offer this plan to restart our in-person worship gathering knowing 
that it will need to be adapted, changed and “perfected” from week to week. Our hope and prayer is to 
provide care and attention to the well-being of all. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 

 
Donald L. Ebert, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 
  



FAQ for the Re-Start of In-Person Worship Service 

 

Should I attend church in person or continue online? 

Physical attendance is everyone’s personal decision. While we have found a new way to worship online 
in these many weeks during the COVID-19 pandemic, many have desired a return to “physical church.” 
As we make this option available again, it will be with extensive concern about cleanliness and physical 
distancing – all related to a desire to keep everyone safe. The decision to continue viewing the 10 am 
Sunday services online or actually attending a live service at 10 am Sunday is a free choice everyone can 
make. The best decision to make is to attend some form of worship service. 

How will we adequately implement distancing at the church? 

In the parking lot, it is incumbent upon church-goers to use good judgment and avoid the typical cluster 
conversations – instead heading directly to and from the car and the church. We suggest masks be worn 
upon entering the building. Our usual greeters at the doors, if present, will be wearing masks and will be 
there for direction only – not for casual conversations. In the sanctuary, pews will have areas blocked off 
to aid in physical distancing, leaving six feet of space between individuals or families. There will be 
designated spaces for individuals, pairs and family groups. There will be no distribution of printed 
bulletins and all materials will have been removed from pew storage racks. 

What else will feel different about attending church in person? 

In addition to physical distancing, less socializing than usual and the common wearing of face masks, we 
will refrain from congregational singing during this period. Music will be more instrumental in nature or 
perhaps via small groups of actual vocalists. 

What about entry/exit flow? Which doors will be available? 

We plan to have all main entrances open and available. We ask everyone to keep a regular flow going 
and avoid bottlenecks at the doorways in order to maintain proper distancing.  

Will restrooms be available? 

Yes. To maintain adequate distancing, it is recommended that restrooms be used by one person at a 
time. 

Will we have Sunday School/nursery service/Kid’s Church/small groups? 

Other than respective groups meeting via ZOOM, Google Hangout or other options, we are still avoiding 
any face-to-face small group gatherings. There will be no nursery service offered during the Sunday 
morning worship until further notice. 

Is the church building being deep-cleaned? 

Disinfecting and cleaning practices can help minimize the spread of diseases such as COVID-19, the 
seasonal flu, stomach bugs and other viral and bacterial diseases. The Centers for Disease Control and 
other respected organizations have guidelines for cleaning and sanitization, which we have been 
following. This includes cleaning the building each week and locking it down until it is time for the 
Sunday worship service. Cleaning high-touch areas is especially important. While we have anticipated 
those particular areas, we also will have persons observing during the first return of worship services to 
further identify areas to receive extra cleaning attention. 

Should church attendees wear face masks? 

We recommend that attendees wear face coverings/masks upon entering the building and walking to 
the sanctuary. Once in place, it is the individual’s decision to continue wearing the mask or remove it if 
comfortable with the situation. Pastor Don and others involved in the worship service will wear face 
masks when moving throughout the building, but will remove them when participating up front in the 
worship service.  



What if I forget my face mask upon arriving, or want to clean my hands after touching something? 

While attendees are encouraged to bring their own face masks, a limited number of face masks will be 
available. Sanitizing hand cleaner also will be available, as needed, although we acknowledge that many 
individuals are now carrying their own. And – as always – the opportunity to wash one’s own hands with 
soap and water still exists. 

How will we receive communion or give monetary offerings? 

The passing of offering plates and the physical distribution of communion elements will be on hold until 
further notice. Information will be shared for those in attendance in regard to dropping an offering in a 
collection plate. An alternative form of observing the Lord’s Supper will be suggested for those in 
physical attendance during Sundays when communion would ordinarily be observed. 

What about our common practice of greeting each other? 

This form of face-to-face encouragement and support is vital to us all, but we ask that it be suspended 
until further notice. We certainly look forward to its return when the time is right. For now, a properly 
distanced wave is recommended. 

Does this mean socializing via our Connection Café is also suspended? 

Yes. It’s best not to have coffee, donuts and other items available during this time. 

What guidelines should I use to decide to attend if I’m not feeling well? 

If a member has any of the following symptoms/conditions, he or she should be encouraged to join the 
worship service via online (at home): Fever of 100 degrees or over; cough or sore throat; shortness of 
breath; contact within the last two weeks with anyone who has COVID-19 

What if I have other questions about attending church in the time of COVID-19? 

For such questions – or any inquiry related to faith and the daily challenges we face – it is recommended 
to send Pastor Don a note via pastorebert@wadsworthumc.org. 
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